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SUBJ: ACCUSED TORTURERS OF MRS. HERRERA ACQUITTED 
REF: MANILA 12364 

1 . LATER AFTERNOON AUGUST 17, MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOUND 
LIEUTENANTS M ATILT .ANO AND REGIS NOT REPEAT NOT GUILTY OF 
TORTURING MRS. TRINIDAD HERRERA. VERDICT WAS ANNOUNCED AFTER 
COURT HAD DELIBERATED IN CLOSED SESSION FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR. 

2. AT AUGUST 16 SESSION OF COURT MARTIAL HEARING. DEFENSE 
PRESENTED ITS SECOND WITNESS, JOSE DE LA CRUZ, A FINGERPRINTER 
AT WESTERN POLICE DISTRICT. DE LA CRUZ TESTIFIED HE NOTICED 
WHITE SPOTS ON THUMS OF MRS. HERRERA WHILE FINGERPRINTING HER 
SHORTLY AFTER HER ARREST. DEFENSE USED THIS TESTIMONY TO ARGUE 
THAT TELLTALE MARKS ON MRS. HERRERA S THUMBS WERE PRESENT BEFORE 
SHE WAS INTERROGATED AND THEREFORE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN CAUSED, 

AS PROSECUTION HAD ARGUED, BY ELECTRIC SHOCK TREATMENT. FOLLOWING 
DE LA CRUZ' TESTIMONY, DEFENSE RESTED ITS CASE. AT AUGUST 17 
SESSION, BOTH PROSECUTION AND DEFENSE SUMMARIZED THEIR CASES. 

AFTER SHORT BREAK, MILITARY TRIBUNAL WENT INTO CLOSED SESSION 
BEFORE RE-EMERGING TO ANNOUNCE ACQUITTAL OF BOTH M ATILT. ANO 

AND REGIS TO COURTROOM PACKED WITH 20-30 SUPPORTERS OF MRS. HERRERA. 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 
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Disposition Comment: 
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Document Source: CORE 
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Line Count: 55 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
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